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  DRYWASHER’S GAZETTE August 2014 
 

Send Exchange Bulletins to: 

Pam Maguire, Editor 

1246 Wyte Way 

Banning, Ca. 92220 

E-mail ladygolddigger1246@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

  

     
 

 
 

 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  CHECK OUT OUR NEW “STRAIGHT GOLD” CLAIM  !!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

                    Next General Meeting:       August, 28th at 7:00 PM 

Web Address: valleyprospectors.com 

 

 
Mission and Code of Ethics 

 

“You’re invited to be our guest at the 

General membership meetings that are held on the last Thursday 

  Of each month at 7:00 pm in the Knights of Columbus Hall at  

  1729 E. Baseline, San Bernardino, Ca... Map on our website.  

  The Board of Directors meeting will be at 6pm before the General  

  Meeting at the Knights of Columbus Hall in San Bernardino.  

  Valley Prospectors Inc. is an educational organization dedicated 

  To promote Gold Prospecting as a healthy family activity  

                 “A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION”.  

  Remember that all prospectors may be judged by the example 

  You set. Leave flora and fauna as you found it. Do Not Destroy 

  Any property, public or private. Obey all laws. Please do not litter,  

  Each member of Valley Prospectors Inc. should strive to set a good  

  Example for others.  
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Officers for 2014 

 
Executive Officers    Chairpersons   

President Steve Schubert  951-943-0535 Apparel Pat Ferraccio 909-649-1555 

Vice President John Howelll  951-247-1037 Blood Bank Lorraine Frost            760-868-6564 

Secretary Jennefer Jercha  951-927-4672 Budget Judy Carpenter 951-674-3207 

Treasurer Sue Baranauskas  909-335-7113 CFMS Bural LaRue 909-874-5664 

    Courtesy Harry & Kelly 760-248-6683 

Board of Directors    Editor Pam Maguire 951-316-2568 

Roger Maguire 951-316-2568   Finds/Month Garry & Sherry *0*-875-20*0 

Pam Maguire 951-316-2568   50/50 Jill Molson 909-887-8024 

Sandy Harter 951-216-5502   Gold Sales Art Fairchild 951-897-5433 

Joe  Harter 951-216-5502   Historian Lisa Howison 951-734-7530 

Mike Dunkerley 760-608-3228   Lady Luck Dan Cornia 909-797-6111 

Bob Wright 909-882-6806   Librarian Bruce Sherman 951-78907115 

Harry Crawford 760-248-6683   Membership Judy Carpenter 951-674-3207 

Kelly Crawford 760-248-6683   Name Tags Judy Carpenter 951-674-3207 

Pat Ferracio 909-649-1555   Programs John Howell 951-247-1037 

Art Fairchild 951-897-5433   Refreshments Sandy Harter 951-216-5502 

Lisa Howison 951-734-7530   Web Master   
George Howison 951-734-7530   Outings  George Howison 951-734-7530 

Alternate Board  Members   Claims Pam Maguire 951-316-2568 

Dan Cornia 909-797-6111      

Mark Detter 909-801-1501      

Jill Molson 909-887-8024      

       

 
 
 
 
 

      

CLAIMS 
Burro 1 & 2 Placer Claims 10 acres ea 

Coolgardie Placer Claims 40 acres ea. and the New “Straight Gold” 120 acres  

Gold Venture & Pickett 3 Placer Claims 20 acres ea 

Hungryman 1, 2, 3, 4 and Chunker Placer Claims 120 acres ea 

Indian Gulch 1 & 2 and Indian Flat Pacer Claim 20 acres ea 

Jackass 1, 2, & 3 Placer Claims 160 acres ea 

Miner’s Folly Placer Claim 60 acres 

Moriah Placer Claim 15 acres 

Pickett 2 Placer Claim 20 acres ea 

(Cajon Pass) Summit Placer Claim 51 acres 

 

 

 

 

ATTENTION: You must have all documents listed below when you visit any claims ………… 
Plan of Operations (Yuba River Claims) .You will need a copy of the appendix with the Plan of 
Operations 
Appendix (updated 07/09/2011) .You will also need a printout of both A and B for each claim 
Moriah Claim “A” Moriah Claim “B” (updated 07/09/2011) 
Union Flat Claim “A” Union Flat Claim “B” (updated 07/09/2011) 
Wild Plumb “A” Wild Plumb Claim “B” (updated 07/09/2011 
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UPCOMMING EVENTS 
 

Opening September 27, 2014: Gold Fever! The Untold Stories of the California Gold Rush 
 

May 3 thru August 24 DIAMONDS ARE FOREVER at the Museum of Ventura Co.       

Large private collection of Replica Diamonds805-653-0323 
 

Schedule of Events for Valley Prospectors for 2014 

Aug.      14th     Retired During the Week  

              28TH     Board and General Meeting. Board meeting 6pm & General 7pm 

              29,30,31& 1st    Big Bear Outing 

Sept      11th     Retired During the Week 

               19,20 & 21    Ransburg Outing & Old West Days Booth on 20th 

               25th      Board and General Meeting. Board meeting 6pm & General 7pm 

Oct.         9th     Retired During the Week 

               12th     Summit Sunday 

               24,25 & 26    “” Canceled “”  No Rendezvous Outing till next year 

               30th     Board and General Meeting. Board meeting 6pm & General 7pm 

Nov.       13th     Retired During the Week 

  20th     Board and General Meeting. Board meeting 6pm & General 7pm 

  27, 28, 29 & 30    Coolgardie Outing 

Dec.         7th     Christmas Party & General Meeting 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS                                                                               

VALLEY PROSPECTORS' MEMBERS:  Antonio Garcia, Trevor Underwood, Robin & Helen Trumbull, 

and Ken & Virginia Mc Milin.  Valley Prospector's Inc. is growing and we can use some help from the 

members. New members are not eligible to hold elected offices such as executive board positions for a 

minimum of 6 months; however they can help with raffles, refreshments, wagon master, newsletter, claims or 

other committees.  President and Treasurer Positions require a 12 month active membership prior to taking 

office. If you would like to help in any way please contact any Valley Prospectors Inc. board member.  We can't 

have a club without the help from its members and we are in need of member volunteers. Please volunteer 

today! 
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At the May meeting, both the board and general membership granted 
permission (as required) for John H to conduct a special raffle.  The pictured quartz 
and crystalline gold specimen (total weight 21.3 grains) from the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains has been put up as the prize.  Tickets are $2 or 3 for $5, with the drawing 
at the October meeting.  You don’t have to present to win.  Make sure to print legibly 
your name and phone number on the back of the ticket. 
 

 
 
 

VALLEY PROSPECTOR'S GENERAL MEETING   JULY 31 2014 
 

Meeting called to Order by Pres. Steve S. Pledge of Allegiance By: George H. Steve asked that a motion be 
made to except the last month’s meeting minutes as written in the newsletter, motion by Gene L., 2nd by Garry. The 
yeses have it with one abstaining. Treasurers Report: Sue B. - Report on the income, outgoing and what is still in the 
bank. :) Events: Randsburg Old West Days is on Sept 20th. 50/50: by Don B. tonight. (Thanks Don) Lady Luck: DIGGER 
DAN IS HERE!!! WOOPWOOP. GLAD YOU ARE BACK DAN!!! Refreshments: Sandy H.- Root Beer Floats tonight and 
Veggie platters for next month(Aug.). Members Report: Judy C.- We have 4 new members this month. Courtesy: Kelly C.- 
55 Members and 4 Guests tonight. Wagon Master for Big Bear Outing: Don B. Not many showed up there. Next Outing is 
in Big Bear (Aug.). Finds of the Month: Garry- come up and vote. New rules. Ask him about them before you vote. Gold 
Sales: Art F.- We have gold for sale. Library: Bruce S.- We have Books/magazines for you to check out. Editor: Pam M. 
Mike K. will be doing the newsletter for next month, Aug. Have all to him by Aug. 7th to be printed up. Claims: Pam M.- 
She has had some help this year for filing for our claims. Blood Bank- Mary S. for Lorraine. Apparel- Pat F. We have new 
stuff and more coming. Historian- Lisa H. get pics to her by e-mails, fax’s, cell phones or what have yous , just get them to 
her! Refreshment time:7:23 pm. Resume 7:35 pm. Pres. Steve S. talked about gold nugget shooting and those who ''use'' 
them (Dan, Don, Steve, Gene, John, Phil, etc.)  Old Business: None. New Business: Steve asked if there was any 
members who wanted to chair the Members Appreciation Picnic this year. Being none to Volunteer, Steve asked for a 
motion to have the ''Tabled'' Rendezvous moneys and the money that would have been used for the picnic be combined 
and used for the Members Christmas party this year. Motioned by Judy C., 2nd by Pam M. Discussion followed. Steve S 
called for the vote, and all members where in favor with absolutely, no "No's'' or abstains where heard. 50/50: Don B.- 
winner of the $36.00 is Bob W. Door prize winner was Art F. Badge winner was William S. Finds of the month- Gold- 2 
first places- Tom C and Justin B 2nd Bruce Kelvin and 3rd- Don B. Detecting: And tie for 1st place- Don B and Steve M 
with 2nd going to ''No Body''. Steve S call for adjournment at 7:54 pm. Motion by Lisa H. 2nd by Mary S. Take it away 
Digger Dan!!              Minutes by Jennefer J, Secretary 

 
 

 

Valley Prospectors Board Meeting July 31st, 2014 Start Time: 6:02 

 
President Steve S opened the meeting with roll call. Steve motioned for the minutes of the last meeting be 

excepted as written in the newsletter, 1st by George, 2nd by Lisa. All in favor. Treasurer: Sue B. Short report. Claims: 

Pam M. She is ''training'' some members to help out with the claims filing for this year. Gold Sales: Art F, yes we have 

gold. Getting ready for the Randsburg old west days. Lady luck: WELCOME BACK DIGGER DAN!!!! GLAD YOU ARE 

HERE!! We have gold tonight. Old Business: Discussion about the new web site. A motion was made by Jennefer J that if 

no members want to ''chair'' the members picnic that the moneys from it and the tabled Rendezvous will be put forth to the 

Members Christmas Party in December 2014. 1st by Sandy, 2nd by Art. Open discussion. Steve motioned for the money 

be put forth to the Dinner, if ok’d by the members, voted by the board for this to happen, passed with 1 no. New Business: 

Discussion about Finds of the month, about how to increase members participation. Steve S asked for a motion for 

Adjournment at 6:20 pm, 1st by Lisa, 2nd by Art. All in favor. Minutes by: Jennefer J, Secretary  

PREZ. SAYS: 

Prez. says:   We had a great meeting in spite of the stealth dry washer program. The root beer floats and the finds 

of the month were great. If you were not there you missed some beautiful gold from big bear. Next month the program will 

be the new dry washer from Keene and the demonstrator has promised it will not be stealth. Do not miss this one. We are 

having a gold panning booth at the Old Miner’s Days at Ransburg on the 20
th
 of September and can use all the help we 

can get. Come on up Friday the 19
th
 to the claims and we will have a great weekend gold mining and showing people how 

to be gold panners. May all your pans have gold in them.  See you at the meeting.  Steve S. 
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REFRESMENTS 
 
I think our July Root Beer Floats went over very well. Everyone seemed to enjoy them and the ice cream. For the August 
meeting we will have Veggies/Dip and whatever! 
Please don't forget to bring them----  
Pam, Lisa, Jennifer, and Sherry.  

 Hope to see you soon! 
Love to All 

 Sandy & Joe Harter 951-216-5502 
 

A message from Sherry and Garry 
 

Garry and Sherry we're at the fines and gold table, we thought that we would share a tad with you about us; We are 
brother and sister, Not husband and wife. We have been here for about three or four years now, this is our second year 

watching all of you bring in your gold and rust and other find looking stuff. 
 

Sherry had been a member of Valley Prospecting back in the late eighties and early nineties and learned all she could 
from seasoned, well groomed, and willing to share their niche for finding gold.  

 
They were old and wanted to share their talents before they departed to stake their claim in the world above. “We all 

know that the streets are paved in gold”. And I can hear one now. “I am not telling you where I found my gold.” in 
response: You don't have too!    Pot Hole 

 
Now we want everyone to bring your gold, rust, nickel, rings and all other things that you might find. To us. Place it on 

our table, and let us show off, all that you found, in the ground. Whether large or small, it matters not at all. 
 

More of you need to participate, if need be, we can set up more tables, Remember at the Christmas Social. Santa brings 
something special, To the Grand winner. It could be YOU. 

 
 
 

Joke of the Month  
 
Right Click 
Tech Support: "I need you to right-click on the Open Desktop". 

Customer: "OK". 

Tech Support: "Did you get a pop-up menu?" 
Customer: "No". 

Tech Support: "OK. Right-Click again. Do you see a pop-up menu?" 
Customer: "No". 

Tech Support: "OK, sir. Can you tell me what you have done up until this point?" 
Customer: "Sure. You told me to write 'click' and I wrote 'click'". 
 

 
 

What’s in a Name? 
 

By Pam Maguire 
 

 Well it all started when the claims committee decided to have an ice cream social for their annual 
meeting. One person ask if we was having sherbet (Steve & Mary Schubert) and they said No Schubert just 
ice cream. Then the committee said we was going to have Michael Jackson make a special appearance at 
the meeting along with Larry Kennedy, John Kennedy’s long lost brother and Ernest Carter, Jimmy Carters 
long lost brother also. Also Calvin (Shipley) of the cartoon Calvin and Hobbs was there again. I think that was 
wright (Robert) or maybe it was wrong. We all had a Ball (Mike) this year.  
    We had idle chit chat about some of the members. Someone said did you know that Alvin Bates is 
related to the Bates Motel owners. Jennefer Jercha ask if there are any Angels, (joseph) at the Bates Motel. 
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Someone else said that Jack and Jill  up the hill to meet their brother John Hill, but made a wrong turn and got 
on the straight (Jim) turn instead of the sharp Stan & Cheri) turn. If the turn would have been marked in white 
Robin & Donna) and brown (we have a lot of them) they would have missed it. But they were wise (Bruce) 
and turned around and went back and went on the sharp turn.  Then someone said did you hear that Roger 
Maguire, being Irish (Bert) is selling all his gold to send to Ireland to help maintainer the Maguire Castle. 
Jennefer and Judy hope we don’t get Frost  (Lorraine, Andrea, Dean and Linda) on the punkins this year 
because they wand to can some punkin.  
I hope you enjoyed this. If I offended anyone I am sorry and I do apologies.  

 
 

THE DEAD RIVERS OF CALIFORNIA 

While the following story discusses one dead river “The Great Blue Lead” geologists have demonstrated that it 

was not just one but parts of many rivers that are preserved in the gold country of California. Many have at the lowest and 

richest gold bearing horizon a zone of bluish grey gravel; hence the name “The Great Blue Lead” and the reason early 

miners assumed (wrongly) that it was just one river.  

“What is a dead river?" The simplest reply to this natural question would be that a dead river is one which formerly 

existed, but exists no longer. In volcanic regions it sometimes happens that the liquid lava, seeking the lowest ground, fills 

up the beds of rivers which would die, and are replaced by water courses running in other channels, and in different 

directions. These dead streams are so few and of little importance elsewhere, that as yet, no class-name has been given 

them; but in California they are among the chief sources of its mineral wealth, and among the most remarkable features of 

its geological formation. They take us back to a remote era, before the time of 'Borne, or Greece, or Egypt, far back 

beyond the origin of history or tradition, before our coast had taken its present shape; before the Sierra Nevada had risen 

to its present elevation; before Shasta, and Lassen, and Castle Peaks, had poured out their lava floods; before the 

Sacramento river had its birth, and while, if not before, the mastodon, the elephant, the rhinoceros, the horse, the 

mammoth bull, the tapir, and the bison, lived in the land. 

They are indeed among the most remarkable discoveries of the age, and among the greatest wonders of geology. 

They deserve some common name, and we have to choose between ' extinct ' and ' dead.' We speak of ' extinct volcanoes,' 

and of ' dead languages,' and as the latter is Saxon and short, we preterit. They had been called ' old channels,' but this 

name does not convey the proper idea, since a channel is not necessarily a river, and an old channel is not necessarily a 

dead one. A dead river is a channel formerly occupied by a running stream, but now filled up with earthy or rocky matter, 

and is not to be confounded with a channel that is open and remains dry during the greater part of the year because of a 

lack of water, or that has been abandoned by the stream for a deeper channel elsewhere. A dry river bed is not a dead 

river. “The dead rivers of California, so far as known, are on the western slopes of the Sierra Nevada, from five hundred 

to seven thousand feet above the sea. 

They are auriferous, and therefore they have been sought for and examined for gold. They have yielded probably 

$300,000,000 (15 million ounces) in all; they now produce perhaps $8,000,000 annually. They are not less interesting, 

therefore, to the miner than to the geologist; not less important to the statesman than to the antiquarian. The largest dead 

river is known as ' the Big Blue Lead,' and has been traced from Little Grizzly, about latitude thirty-nine degrees and 

forty-five minutes, in Placer county, a distance of sixty-five miles. The course is south-south-east, the position about thirty 

miles west of, and parallel with, the main divide of the Sierra Nevada. The elevation is five thousand feet above the sea at 

Little Grizzly, and two thousand eight hundred at Forest Hill, showing an average fall of thirty-three feet per mile. 

The live rivers of the Sierra Nevada run at right angles to the course of the range, and have cut canons from 

fifteen hundred to three thousand feet deep, and they are separated by ridges which are from three to six miles apart, and 

are as high as the canons are deep. The Blue Lead runs across these ridges from two hundred to one thousand feet below 

their summits. The traveler does not see any signs of a dead river in these ridges, which are as high and have the same 

general appearance at the Blue Lead as at other places. I shall presently tell how the miner discovers the lead, but before 

coming to that, I want to give you a clear idea how the dead river crosses the ridges. Take a piece of common ruled cap 

paper; put your pen on a line, draw it up at an angle of forty -five degrees to the second line above, then down the first line 

at the same angle, and so on until the line made by your pen looks like eight rectangular saw-teeth, which are about an 
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inch high. Consider those teeth, as the ridges of the Sierra Nevada on the line of the Blue Lead in Sierra County, and the 

intervals between them as the canons. Write over the first canon to the left, 'Canon creek;' over the next, ' Goodyear's 

creek; and over the others consecutively, 'North Fork of the Yuba river,' 'Rock creek,' ' Oregon ravine,' ' West ravine,' and ' 

Middle Yuba.' Now draw a horizontal line across all the ridges, a quarter of an inch from their tops. That line is the Blue 

Lead. The diagram made as directed, represents a perpendicular section of the ridges and canons of the Sierra Nevada, on 

the line of the Big Blue Lead in Sierra County as seen from the west. 

I have said that the traveler would see no sign of a dead river in riding over the country. The ridges are as high on 

its line as elsewhere; the canon sides present the same appearance. Years elapsed before the miners discovered the 

existence of the ancient channel. But it required only a few months for the discovery that the live rivers were very rich in 

gold up to a certain point; that the abundance and size of the particles increased as they ascended up to that point; and that 

beyond or east of that point the streams were poor. Those points on the different streams were nearly on a line. Just there 

the ravines on the sides of the canons were very rich, and they were comparatively poor elsewhere. The miners followed 

up the ravines, washing the dirt in their beds, and the dirt where the ravines were not too steep was a foot or two deep over 

the slate rock. At last, when the miners got near the top of the ridge, they found that the narrow, shallow rock-bed of the 

ravine suddenly disappeared, and the body of the hill was composed of gravel, which had a peculiar blue color, and part of 

it, a horizontal stratum about half a mile wide from east to west, and five feet thick, was very rich in gold. They looked 

after the metal and paid little attention to anything else. As the stratum ran across the ridges from north to south, the 

miners followed it in with adits, or tunnels, and in more than one place the tunnels met; and a few years ago it was 

customary for footmen passing between Monticello and Excelsior to go underground a distance of a mile rather than to 

climb over the hill six hundred feet high, by a path nearly two miles long. In the same manner Forest City and Alleghany 

were connected by a continuous tunnel, but the timbers have rotted, the roof has fallen in, and the passage is now closed. 

The auriferous deposit is gravel, mixed with boulders, clay, and sand, varying from a hundred to three hundred 

feet in depth; in strata, distinguished from one another by differences in color, in the size of the boulders and gravel, and 

in the number and size of the particles of gold. The predominant color is bluish-gray, dark at the bottom and lighter above, 

with a reddish tinge in those places that have long been exposed to the air, showing the presence of iron. The material of 

the boulders, gravel and sand, is almost exclusively quartz. In the whole length of the river, as traced for a distance of 

sixty-five miles, assuming that the deposits of gravel average half a mile wide and two hundred feet deep, there were, 

counting in the portions which have been washed away by the live rivers, six billion six hundred and sixty million cubic 

yards of quartz and clay, and the quartz alone must have measured five billion cubic yards. In the live rivers, quartz forms 

only a small portion of the gravel. 

Whence came all the quartz of the Big Blue? How did it happen that no granite, slate, porphyry, basalt or 

sandstone was buried in its bed? If all the quartz veins now known in California were cleaned out to a depth of one 

hundred feet, they would not supply so much as is found in sixty-five miles of a river that must have run for many 

hundreds of miles. The gravel is all water- worn, and rounded by long attrition. It came from far north. A piece of rough 

quartz, while being carried five hundred miles in the fiercest of our mountain streams, would not be worn so smooth as is 

every pebble in the Blue Lead. And the immense size of the boulders implies a mighty current. Those in the lowest 

stratum average, in some places, a ton. Many are found of twenty tons in size. These are worn as smooth as the pebbles. 

They are not found scattered here and there as though they had tumbled down the banks of the river near the spot where 

they are found; but they are evenly distributed in a stratum of equal thickness across the whole bed, and for miles in 

length. Above that may be a stratum of larger ones. The great river handled these masses of rock with as much apparent 

ease, and spread them out as evenly, as if they had been no larger than pigeons' eggs." The particles of gold are larger in 

size, and contain more silver at the bottom than at the top. The smaller pieces are in the upper strata and as they have a 

larger surface proportionately, the silver is eaten out by the sulphurous acid which is developed in the gravel by the 

oxidation of pyrites. If a double eagle and twenty one-dollar pieces are thrown into a solution of vitriol arid left there for 

several weeks, the small pieces will, at the end of that time, contain a larger proportion of gold than the large one; and for 

a similar reason the surface placer gold is finer chemically than that obtained from the deeper strata. As a general rule, the 

deep gold is nine hundred fine, or is worth eighteen dollars and sixty cents per ounce, and the surface gold is nine hundred 

and twenty fine, and is worth nineteen dollars in the Big Blue Lead. The gold and gravel are deposited as in the live rivers, 

in the banks, bars, eddies, ripples and rapids. 

The richest places have contained as much as fifty dollars to the cubic yard of the lower stratum, or if the large 

boulders were left out of the estimate, to two or three cubic feet. The space between the boulders is filled with sand, clay, 

and gravel, which contains the gold. In the upper strata there are from fifty cents to two dollars to the cubic yard. The bed 
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is of slate rock, and the banks are from fifty to three hundred feet high; but there are few places where they have been 

examined, for nowhere has all the gravel been washed away across the channel. 

But how was it possible that the bed of a large river could be filled three hundred feet deep with gravel? When the 

miners in 1850 to 1852, flumed the live rivers of California, and took the gold from their beds, they found a deposit of 

gravel that did not average more than five feet deep on the bed rock, in streams that ran in canons one thousand feet deep; 

and it is strange that the Big Blue should have filled its bed with gravel. Yet this filling is not without an analogue of our 

day. Under the influence of hydraulic washing, Bear River and Yuba river have, within the last fifteen years, begun to fill 

up with gravel, and their beds have, for miles, risen seventy feet or more above the levels of 1853. This gravel is 

auriferous, and it is deposited in strata, and the arrangements and general appearance resemble those of the Big Blue Lead. 

The filling up began down in the valley, and as it ascended the current became less rapid, and lost the power to carry away 

the gravel. In Bear river, below Dutch Flat, the bed rises two feet per month during the chief washing season, from 

February to September, and in the remaining months it falls on account of the stoppage of washing and of the Winter 

floods, which carry off perhaps half of the accumulation of the Summer.  

Some person’s claim that various camps on parts of dead rivers in Plumas County, are on the Big Blue Lead, and 

others think that portions of a dead river, near Placerville, belong to the same stream. I do not accept these theories, but if 

they are true, the Big Blue river has been traced about one hundred and ten miles. In the northern part of Plumas County, 

the river is buried under deep beds of lava and basalt, and south of Placerville it is probably below the level of the live 

streams, and thus cannot be found by any system of mining or mode of prospecting now in use. Even in places where it is 

above the level of the live streams, it may be covered on the sides of the canons by slides of rock or barren dirt or gravel, 

and the miner might spend thousands of dollars in a vain search for treasures not ten feet from his drift, as many have 

done, and some accident, luck, or perseverance, afterwards proved the proximity of the rich deposit. In several cases the 

lead was found by calculation. The miner took his position on a hill-side, on a level with other camps, and in a few days 

he found a fortune; and others have spent years working on a similar plan without success. The river must have taken 

bends on the north side of Rock creek and Oregon ravine, and twelve years of searching have not revealed the position of 

the bends. 

But why did the Big Blue River die, and leave nothing but its gravel and its gold to tell the story of its greatness? 

The main cause must have been the subsequent rise of the Sierra Nevada. Suppose that a range of mountains, seven 

thousand feet high were upheaved thirty miles east of the Mississippi; that the bed of the stream were on the mountain 

side, three thousand feet above the sea, and that thirty miles west the country retained its present level; the result would be 

that the present Mississippi would soon be a dead river; it would be cut across by streams running down the mountain 

side, and pouring into a new Mississippi, thirty miles or more west of the present one. We know that the Sierra Nevada 

has been upheaved; that a large stream ran on what is now the mountain side; and that it has been succeeded by a new 

river farther west; and we must infer that the death of the old and the birth of the new river was caused by the upheaval. 

Many of the hills crossed by the Big Blue are capped with lava or basalt, which covered much of the country from 

near the summit of the range to about three thousand feet above the sea. It seems then that the river filled its bed with 

gravel; the mountains began to rise, and volcanoes broke out along the divide; the lava ran down and covered the land to 

the line of the dead river and beyond it; the mountains rose still higher, and the waters running down their sides cut 

through the lava and made deep canons, and washed away two- thirds or three-fourths of the dead river, and scattered its 

gold among the living waters. 

The descent of thirty-three feet per mile observed between Little Grizzly and Forest Hill would make a terrific 

current in a stream half a mile wide. The Sacramento is a lively river, yet its grade is only five feet in a mile. But no 

ordinary current could have carried the large quartz boulders of the Big Blue Lead from distant regions and distributed 

them evenly over the river bed. It is possible, however, that in the lifting up of the mountains the relative elevations have 

been altered, and that the present grade differs from that of the Big Blue while it was alive. 

A question suggests itself whether the great dead river was the predecessor of any living stream; but to this no 

satisfactory answer can now be given; and it is doubtful whether time and research will ever furnish one. The Big Blue 

was parallel to the Sacramento and has to a certain extent been succeeded by it; but it drained a much larger district than 

the Sacramento does, or the rain-fall of the country was much greater in the era of its existence. The Sacramento does not 

carry one-fourth of the water which ran in the Big Blue probably not one-tenth. If we could ascertain that the quantity of 

rain had not altered, then we should be justified in presuming that the Columbia River, which would just about fill the bed 



 

 

9 

9 

of the Big Blue, instead of turning westward at Walla Walla, originally continued southward, until the lifting up of Shasta 

and Lassen, and the adjacent ridges, stopped its course, and compelled it to break through the Cascade range at the Dalles. 

With our present limited knowledge, we are not justified in calling the Big Blue River either the dead Sacramento or the 

dead Columbia. 

Some persons have argued that the Big Blue Lead never was a river, but only a lacustrine or alluvial deposit. This 

theory, however, is untenable. The Big Blue Lead has all the marks which a dead river should have. It has a long course; a 

width nearly uniform, a course nearly straight, some bends with eddies on the inner side, a peculiar quartz unlike any 

found in the neighboring ridges, or in the streams to the eastward, an abundance of quartz, which no place now known to 

us could have supplied, and which came, probably, from a distant northern region now covered with lava; water-worn 

gravel, which must have been carried far; flat stones pointing downstream, as a current would place them; strata of coarse 

and fine gravel, which must have been deposited in a stream; a uniform, descending grade; the coarse particles of gold, 

which could not have been distributed so evenly over a wide channel except in a strong current; an immense quantity of 

gold, which required ages to scatter through a deposit three hundred feet deep; drift-wood unmistakably water-worn; 

trunks of trees with the butts up stream; tributary brooks, and a number of other evidences which would require more 

space for their description and explanation than I could spare. To say that the Big Blue is not a dead river, is equivalent to 

saying that the bones of the mastodon never belonged to a living animal, but were formed under geological influences 

exclusively. 

If this were the only dead river in the State, the proof would be less conclusive, but there are a dozen others. One 

which runs south-westwardly, and may be called the dead Brandy river, appears at La Port, Brandy City, CamptonVille 

and North San Juan, and is marked by the same general characteristics, save that the gravel is finer, the pebbles in the 

upper strata being generally not larger than a pigeon's egg. In Tuolumne and Calaveras counties we have the dead 

Stanislaus, or Tuolumne table mountain, which runs from near Silver mountain, in Alpine, to Knight's Ferry, and there 

disappears. It is covered by a bed of basalt, which flowed as lava from a volcano, and filled up the ancient bed; and this 

basalt has resisted the elements, and now stands as a mountain forty miles long, a quarter of a mile wide, and eight 

hundred feet high, the softer adjacent slate rock having been wasted and washed away. Under this mountain lies a dead 

river, rich in gold.  

A similar table mountain of basalt, covering an auriferous dead river, which I call the dead Cherokee, named for 

its chief mining camp, extends seventy miles, from Lassen's Peak to Oroville. At Bangor, in Butte County, is a small dead 

river, seventy feet below the general surface of the ground, and covered with ordinary soil and gravel. There are also dead 

rivers at Smartsville, Mokelumne Hill and San Andreas. The Big Blue and dead Brandy are distinguished by the depth of 

their gravel, and by the absence of pebbles of eruptive origin in it. The others have either short courses or shallow deposits 

of gravel; and the quartz forms a much smaller percentage of the gravel. In the dead rivers at Cherokee, Bangor, and 

Smartsville, a large proportion of the boulders and pebbles is of lava and basalt, as if the stream had been formed after the 

commencement of the volcanic era. But different as is the material of the gravel, the fluvial origin of the deposits is 

similar and indubitable in all of them, when they are studied together. 

 
 

 

 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 

Help schools get the extra’s they need by saving box tops for education.  These labels are on cereal, 

snack bars, fruit snacks, Kleenex and lots of other products. Please bring to club meeting and give to Mary 

Schubert.  Thank you, Mary 

 

 

 



 

 

10 

10 

 

           Miners Sales 
Members can run 3 times through the year for free. Commercial ads are $5.00 per month. 
Send ad’s to pamus@gmail.com or call 951-316-2568 
 

FOR SALE 

 
For Sale:    JEEP TYPE SMALL VINTAGE SINGLE AXLE ENCLOSED UTILITY TRAILER, LIC. IS CURRANT, $400.00 
obo      CALL BILL @ 1-760-9851310 
 

  

Coolgardie special, 1984 17' Lance fifth wheel, RV, set is up high for off road, comfhy large overhead 

bed, everything works. Ideal for a small or, compact truck. $ 2,450.00 obo 

Contact Bill or Mary @ 1-760-9851310 
 

“FIRE + ICE GRILL 2 GO” Compact BBQ, for traveling or home use. 
Model # 46563003  New never used. Comes with 2 LP gas cylinders, $175.00 
Call: Trish Beuler 909-797-4662  

 

   FOR SALE:    12V battery operated dry washer (battery NOT included).  Used once or twice. 
Adjustable stand.  $350.00  
Call Neva Golsch (909) 641-8951 
 
 
 

Rendezvous News 

Well, it is with heavy heart that I have to tell all Valley Members that there will not be a Rendezvous this year. 
There has always been one for as long as I have been a member (2003) and I don't know just how long before that, that 
there has been one. This is due to a lack of a chairperson (leader) and perpetration from members this year. We had 
some great hunts, great eats, great camping, great prizes and even greater bon fires at these ''outings''.  If you would like 
to ''chair'' this event next year (2015), please contact our Prez Steve Schubert for all the details. Steve knows the ins and 
outs of this event like the back of his hand. Don't be afraid, step up to the plate and let it rip!! You and some of your buds 
could put this on and make a home run! Don't sit in the dugout and twitter your thumbs, this club needs someone(s) to be 
the coach and tell us who's on first, what's on second and who made that dang great 1st place chili!! 
Now I want to thank all who had done the leg work for all the past Rendezvous!! U is Special people! U is what every club 
needs and wants to have!!We have something like 365+ members and next year I know some of you will help out. 
Big Hugs to all, Jennefer J  
 

  
  

  

  

  


